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SOURCE RSiiUiKS: STALINSKOYE PLYJ-1YA, KIIjiV, USSR 17 i-iar 56 
IRRIGATION i(ORK IN UZBEKISTAN . 


The water of the NAHM River ,dll soon be led into the FERGANA (UQ23M-711i6a) Can .-I. 
which is now/ under reconstr. The canal is being widened, new - hydro centers are 
under constr. The main reconstr is at the Central F.tKGaNA region 0 scores of ex- 
cavators, bulldozers, scrapers and dump-trucks are busy here laying new water arteries, 
Boon the sovkhozes and kolkhozes of the FERGANA valley will get..an additional 10 1 .’,000 
hectares of fertile soil " 5 
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USSR 117294 — FBIS 

IN CENTRAL Fiii.i lG.l NT, FSS’D CANALS FFiOM TIE ISFAR# ATO SH0KH 
RIVERS ARE BEF’G BUILT TO TIE MAIN FERGflWf) C/WAL. . IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
IN THE I31ST WATERED FERGAFSKIY d^KirviNSK'IY'RAYOFS ARE BEING 
ENLARGED. THIS ’.ILL 'AAJC IT R0SSIBL' TO IRRIGATE ADDITIONALLY FORE 
THAN 3,000 THREE THCN'SAIIO HECTARES. IN 1956 NINETEEN FIFTY-SIX, A GREAT 
DEAL OF FORK WILL BE NONE TO FRIINIFC- EXCESS WATER FRO' ' THE KZYL- 
T.JPIUSKIY AND YAZYAVANSKIY ’AASSIFS. A 15 FIFTEEN-KILO ETER COLLECTOR 
CANAL IS H2I' Tp - CC’TLETGD V /|LTY-ARYKSKIY RAYON, A'D THE AKBANINSKIY 
COLLECTOR CANAL IS BEI T ’G BUILT IF KUVINSXIY RAYON. TIE INCREASED 
VOLUTE OF SOIL JA TROVE: EUT WORK T ’ILL "’Jf™ IT "OSSIBLE TO CULTIVATE 
A "ORE TH'F 12,-000 T’ ’ELIAS THCUS J T D HECT’ESS OF F ALLOW L'ND IN 1956 
NINETEEN FIFTY-SIX. .(TASHKENT RUSSIAN JAP 8 1956 004.5 GMT--1I) 
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The first stage in the reconstruction of the main water artery of the 
Fergan Valley, thejlreat Fergan Ca nal, . has been completed. In the most 
important sector of Nary-Kara-Darya shipping has now considerably increased. 
With the completion of reconstruction of the Great Fergan Canal, the area 
of land irrigated on the collective farms of the Fergan Valley will increase 
by tens of thousands of hectares. 

(Moscow Tass Dictation Aug 20, 1956, I 8 U 0 GMT— -L) 
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CONSTRUCTION OF LARGE RESERVOIR IN C. ASIA 

EERGfim, UZBEK SSR. Construction of 'the Orto-Tokoi Reservoir in this republic, which 
was interrupted by the war, has now been resuemed. When completed this reservoir 
on the Kassan Sai River not far from the frontier between Uzbekistan and Kirghizia will 
be aapable of accumulating five times the 30,000,000 cubic meters of water it can now 
o d. This will inake it possible to open up 20,000 more hectares (50,000 acres) 
of land to farming in Ferghana Valley. 

Every irrigated acre of land in' this valley is highly prized. The soil here is 
extremely fertile. Cotton and rice give exceptionally high yields, and silk worms react 


maturity in three or four years. Ferghana grape rate among the best grown in the Soviet 

Umon. Aifaifa the nitrogen collector," rotated here with cotton to maintain soil 
fertility is cut five times a year. 

■ 

Ferghana Valley owes its fertility to the new irrigation system built up in Soviet 
times particularly the 300-odd-km. Great Ferghana Canal on the Syr-Darya River. This 
is one of the biggest irrigation systems in the world. Built shortly before the war 
it converted many tens of thousands of desert acres, into fertile farmland. Before * 

t S e *? eV r 0 T 1 v t 1 :L0n construction of such complex irrigation systems was beyond the powers 
of the Uzbek peasantry. 

The Ferghana Canal alone, however, cannot water the entire valley. The Uzbeks hence 
turned to their small rivers with a view to tapping them more rationally than heretofore. 
One of their numerous efforts in this direction is the Orto-Tokoi Reservoir, which 
yj 1 1 accumuiate the spring and autumn floodwaters of the Kassan-Sai that sweep past 
irrigation USeleSSly and release them in the dry summer months when they are needed for 

Now nearing completion in the Orto-Tokoi Mountains are the final preparations for a 
blasting operation to remove 200,000 cubic meters of rock, which will speed up the work 

pjlf ° Per ^ i0n bean calculated to shift half this amount lying on the huge dam site.* 
Construction of the dam involves the investment of considerable funds and effort 

since the ground here is rocky. With thousands of collective farmers who are 
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interested in the speediest completion -of the job, lending the builders a helping 
hand and the work proceeding day and night, the dam is rapidly taking shape, it 
is already 30 meters high, half the projected figure. 

Formerly such engineering jobs were likewise beyond the powers of the Central, .Asian, . , 
peasants, whose only tools were the pick and shovel. Today many similar projects, 
are being realized. One is a reservoir, also known as the Orto-Tokoi but more 
imposing, that is now building on the Chu River in the neighboring Union Republic, 
of Kirghizia. 

The ChUr -Valley is practically as famed as the Ferghana. And their destinies are like- 
wise similar. Today, thanks to the irrigation system built up therein Soviet times 
this has become one of the richest farming areas in the republic. 

Twenty years ago few would have believed anything could grow on these arid plains. 
Today it has thriving sugar beet plantations, kenaf fields and orchards, totaling 
45,000 hectares (112,000 acres). At that time there also was no city of Kant, which 
now has become the center of Kirghizia's young sugar industry. All this came into 
being during the period of the Stalin five-year plans when irrigation canals were 
dug and a dam built at Chumysh Cliff thanks to which the level of the Chu River was 
raised and it s waters channeled into the adjacent steppe to irrigate 112,000 acres 
of land. 


Irrigation development in Kirghizia, which was likewise interrupted by the war, 
has also been resumed on a big scale. Along with the Orto-Tokoi Reservoir in this 
Republic, which will have a capacity of about 500,000 cubic meters of water. Two 
branches of the Great Chu Canal totaling 295 km. in length are being built, 
as a result of which the irrigated area will be doubled and then trebled. 

The Chu is now being spanned by a dam 340 meters long and 54 meters high. To withstand 
the pressure of the swift current and possible earthquakes in this area, the base 
of t{ie dam is being made more than half a kilometer wide and will gradually taper 
off to a width of 15 meters on top. 
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